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OUR  GOD 

AND  HIS  UNIVERSE. 


.^|\UR  niiuds  assent  to  the  self-evident  truth 
that  every  effect  has  its  cause.  When  we 
see  a  great  house,  we  know  that  some  one  first 
thought  it  out  and  drew  a  plan,  from  which 
workmen  made  the  house.  The  plan  could  not 
draw  itself,  and  we  recognize  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  mind  of  some  man. 

It  is  just  the  same  with  all  other  things  that 
men  have  made,  whether  a  railroad,  a  watch,  a 
bridge,  or  if  it  be  only  a  pin,  we  see  at  once 
that  everything  and  all  things  evidence  a  pro¬ 
ducing  cause,  which  issues  from  some  individual 
mind.  And  when  we  look  at  the  earth,  the 
moon  and  the  stars  in  the  vast  heaven  about 
us,  we  recognize,  on  the  same  principle,  that 
there  must  be  a  proportionate  cause  in  some 
sentient  being.  This  being  is  called  God,  and  of 
him  we  read  :  “In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.”  Gen.  i.  i. 

When  we  see  the  great  wall  of  China,  we 
think  of  Chin  vShih  Huang,  whose  mind  could 
conceive  of  undertaking  so  great  a  work.  When 
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we  read  the  writings  of  Confucius,  we  admire 
the  great  excellence  of  his  mind,  in  which  all 
his  ideas  and  teachings  originated.  A  man’s 
work,  mental  and  ph3^sical,  testify  of  the  great¬ 
ness  of  his  mind.  Just  so  the  mountains,  the 
plains,  the  rivers,  and  the  seas  impress  us  with 
the  greatness  of  the  earth  and  proportionately 
exalt  the  wonderful  power  of  the  God  who  made 
it.  But  when  we  look  be3'Ond  the  earth,  out 
into  the  starry  heavens,  our  human  minds  are 
amazed. 

From  the  most  ancient  times  the  stars  have 
been  marked  by  figures  in  the  sk3%  such  as  Orion, 
with  his  bands,  Taurus  with  the  Pleiades,  Arc- 
turus,  etc.  The  whole  zodiacal  circle  of  the  sky 
is  called  Mazzaroth. 

When  the  ancient  sage,  Job,  was  speaking  of 
God,  he  extolled  His  greatness  by  saying  :  “  He 
(God)  is  wise  in  heart  and  mighty  in  strength, 
who  alone  spreadeth  out  the  heavens,  which 
maketh  Arcturus,  Orion,  and  Pleiades.” 

When  God  replied  to  Job,  He  evidenced  His 
comparative  greatness  by  asking  of  Job,  ”  Canst 
thou  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  the  Pleiades  ? 
or  loose  the  bands  of  Orion  ?  Canst  thou  bring 
forth  Mazzaroth  in  his  season  ?  or  canst  thou 
guide  Arcturus  with  his  sons  ?”  Job  xxxviii. 

31-32. 
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When  King  David  meditated  upon  these  things 
he  said  :  “Oh  Jehovah  our  Dord,  How  excellent 
is  th}^  name  in  all  the  earth  !  who  hast  set  thy 
glory  above  the  heavens.  When  I  consider  thy 
heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and 
the  stars  which  thou  hast  ordained  ;  what  is 
man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him?  and  the 
son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him?”  Psa. 
viii.  1-4. 

The  word  “consider”  is  very  important.  If 
men  would  only  consider,  just  take  time  to  stop 
and  think,  it  would  change  many  of  the  sad 
conditions  of  the  world.  Concern  for  the  good 
of  the  others  would  take  the  place  of  selfishness 
and  greed.  Want  and  sorrow  would  be  alle¬ 
viated.  Nations  would  stop  all  preparations 
for  war,  or  other  harm  of  their  fellow-men, 
and  all  mankind  would  have  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  Gcd  and  unitedly  worship  and  serve 
Him. 

King  David  considered,  and  we  should  note 
that  it  was  not  trifling  and  worthless  things 
which  he  ^et  his  mind  upon,  but  he  thought  of 
”  the  heavens,  the  moon,  and  stars”  which  God 
had  made.  Let  us,  like  Job,  David,  and  other 
reverent  astronomers,  try  to  look  out  into  the 
heavens  with  its  circling  orbs  which  God  hath 
made. 
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All  our  observation  must  be  from  this  earth, 
which  is  very  important  to  man  as  the  cradle 
of  his  creation  and  the  environment  of  his 
history. 

It  is  about  8,000  miles  in  diameter  and  25,000 
miles  in  circumference.  It  is  very  large,  in  our 
sight,  for  after  man  has  lived  upon  it  nearly 
6,000  years,  there  are  still  many  portions  which 
his  eye  has  not  seen,  nor  his  feet  trod  upon. 
But  as  we  shall  see,  it  is  only  a  tiny  speck  in 
the  great  universe  of  God. 

Naturally  the  first  object  which  attracts  our 
attention,  as  we  look  out  from  our  earth,  is  the 
moon,  because  it  is  the  nearest  to  us.  It  is  only 
238,000  miles  distant  and  revolves  around  the 
earth  once  a  month.  It  is  only  2,100  miles  in 
diameter,  but  looks  so  large,  because  of  its 
proximity. 

The  earth  is  only  one  of  the  many  bodies 
called  planets,  which  swing,  at  different  dis¬ 
tances,  around  the  sun.  They  are  named  Mer¬ 
cury,  Venus,  our  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter,  Saturn, 
Uranus,  and  Neptune.  Jupiter  is  1,300  times 
the  size  of  our  earth,  and  has  5  moons  swinging 
around  it.  Saturn  is  1,200  times  the  size  of  our 
earth,  and  has  a  remarkable  ring  around  it  and 
8  moons.  Between  Mars  and  Jupiter  are  about 
500  hundred  small  planets  called  asteroids.  Some 
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are  only  20  miles  in  diameter,  but  each  having 
a  distinct  orbit  around  the  sun.  Jesus  said, 
referring  to  the  universe  :  “In  my  Father’s  house 
are  many  mansions.”  John  xiv.  2.  Perhaps 
these  asteroids  are  the  baby-mansions. 

Besides  all  these  there  are  comets,  which 
swing  around  the  sun  in  oblong  orbits,  reaching 
far  out  into  space.  All  of  these  planets, 
moons,  and  comets  together  constitute  what  is 
named  the  Solar  System,  with  the  sun  in  the 
center.  (See  Diagram  Solar  System  on  last 
page.) 

The  sun  is  93,000,000  miles  from  the  earth, 
and  looks  only  a  little  larger  than  the  moon,  but 
it  is  865,000  miles  in  diameter,  and  is  enveloped 
in  flames,  which  often  flash  up  200,000  miles 
from  its  surface. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to  comprehend 
the  vast  magnitude  of  the  sun.  It  is  1,200,000 
times  greater  than  the  earth.  Let  us  try  to 
illustrate.  Suppose  the  sun  was  a  hollow  globe, 
with  only  a  thin  shell  for  its  surface.  Then 
suppose  the  earth  was  placed  in  the  center  of  it, 
where  would  the  moon  be  ?  It  would  also  be 
far  inside  of  the  sun.  One  would  have  to  travel 
238,334  miles  from  the  earth  to  arrive  at  the 
moon  and  then  194,166  miles  farther  to  arrive 
at  the  surface  of  the  sun,  and  this  would  be  only 
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one-half  of  the  sun’s  diameter;  this  may  give 
us  some  conception  of  the  enormous  size  of  the 
sun. 


SUN 


Let  us  note  that  King  David  said  :  “  When 
I  consider.  .  .  the  moon  and  stars.”  Why  did 
he  not  sa3^  “the  sun,  moon  and  stars”  as  we 
usually  do  ?  Because  the  sun  is  only  a  star, 
and  if  it  was  as  far  away,  it  would  appear  much 
smaller  than  some  of  them. 

The  next  nearest  star  to  our  sun  is  called 
Alpha  Centauri,  and  is  25,000,000,000,000 
(twenty-five  trillions)  of  miles  from  us.  Pola- 
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ris,  the  north  star,  is  276  trillions  of  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  and  Arcturus,  the  great  star  in  the  con¬ 
stellation  of  Bootes,  is  1,086  trillions  of  miles 
distant. 

So  far  as  we  know,  this  star  Arcturus  is  the 
monarch  ol  the  lieavens.  It  is  said  to  be 
1,000,000  times  the  size  of  our  sun.  It  is 
moving  at  the  rate  of  400  miles  per  second,  and 
yet  is  so  far  away  that,  if  Adam,  the  first  man, 
was  to  come  back  from  his  grave,  he  could  not 
see  that  it  had  made  any  change  in  position  in 
6,000  years. 

These  distances  are  almost  incomprehensible 
to  us  and  such  figures  are  too  cumbersome  to 
express  astronomical  distances.  Hence  astrono¬ 
mers  have  another  method  of  stating  distances. 
They  have  discovered,  by  the  eclipse  of  the 
moons  of  Jupiter,  that  light  travels  186,000  miles 
in  a  second,  equal  11,160,000  miles  in  a  minute, 
which  is  about  6,000,000,000,000  (six  trillion) 
miles  in  a  year.  This  is  called  a  “light  year.” 
So  they  have  adopted  this  as  the  “  Yard  stick” 
or  “Foot  rule”  of  the  heavens  to  express  the 
distances  of  luminous  bodies.  According  to 
this.  Alpha  Centauri  is  4)^  light  years  distant. 
Polaris  is  46  light  years  distant.  Arcturus  is 
181  light  years  distant.  Few  of  those  living  now 
have  seen  the  light  which  started  from  Polaris 
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when  they  were  born,  and  no  one  has  seen  the 
light  which  started  from  Arcturus  when  he  was 
born. 

Does  the  reader  ask,  “  How  can  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  star  be  measured  ?”  It  is  done 
by  triaiigulalion ;  that  is,  if  we 
know  the  measurement  of  two 
angles  and  one  side  of  a  triangle, 
we  can  determine  the  triangle,  and 
hence  tell  the  distance  of  the 
apex.  If  we  know  the  angles  A 
and  B  in  the  triangle  ABC  and 
the  base  line  A  B,  we  can  tell  the 
distance  to  C.  Probably  the  reader 
will  imagine  that  if  two  astrono¬ 
mers,  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
earth,  thus  having  a  distance  of 
about  8,000  miles  between  them, 
should  look  at  a  star,  through 
their  telescopes,  they  could,  with 
their  delicate  instruments,  meas¬ 
ure  different  angles.  But  8,000 
miles  is  as  nothing,  and  would 
give  no  visible  difference  in  the  angle.  The}" 
do  it  this  way  :  Observe  the  star,  through  their 
telescope,  and  mark  the  angle  with  the  most 
delicate  microscopical  instruments.  Then  wait 
six  months,  until  the  earth  has  passed  half  way 
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around  its  orbit,  from  A  to  B,  having  a  dis¬ 
tance  between  them  of  186,000,000  miles,  and 
then  look  again,  and  if  any  difference  in  the 
angle  can  be  distinguished  the  distance  of  the 
star  can  be  measured. 


This  difference  in  angle,  or  apparent  position, 
is  called  the  parallax. 

The  parallax  of  Arcturus  is  t,W(T  ^  second. 
Every  circle  is  divided  into  360  degrees,  each 
degree  into  60  minutes,  and  each  minute  into  60 
seconds.  Divide  each  second  into  1,000  parts, 
and  18  of  them  would  measure  the  parallax,  or 
angle  of  Arcturus  ;  it  is  one  T,o-o'?r?oo^  (.seventy- 
two  millioneths)  of  a  circle.  In  a  circle  72 
inches  in  circumference,  each  inch  would  have  to 
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be  divided  into  1,000,000  lines,  and  one  of  these 
would  represent  this  angle  of  Arcturus. 

The  distance  of  less  than  100  stars  can  thus 
be  measured.  All  the  rest  are  so  far  away 
that  the  diameter  of  the  earth’s  orbit,  186,000,000 
miles,  does  not  move  us  au}’  appreciable  dis¬ 
tance  out  of  the  finest  microscopical  line.  It 
practically  becomes  nothing,  and  therefore  meas¬ 
urement  becomes  impossible. 

The  ordinary  eye  can  see  from  3,000  to  5,000 
stars  in  the  heavens.  This  number  is  increased 
to  millions  by  the  use  of  telescopes  and  photog¬ 
raphy.  By  properly  exposing  photograph  plates 
to  the  sky,  and  then  placing  them  under  the 
microscope,  astronomers  have  been  able  to  count 
about  600,000,000  stars.  Many  of  these  are  in 
groups  called  nebula.  One  of  these,  in  the 
constellation  of  Orion,  which  appears  to  the 
naked  eye  as  only  a  small  bright  spot,  is  com¬ 
posed  of  8,000  suns.  Ano‘ther  in  Andromeda, 
about  the  size  of  a  man’s  hand,  in  which  only 
two  stars  are  visible  to  the  eye,  has  64,000  suns. 

The  luminous  circle  of  the  heavens,  called  the 
Milky  Way,  is  a  mass  of  suns.  A  photograph 
plate  was  exposed  to  a  rich  portion  of  this  milky 
way,  and,  with  a  microscrope,  there  was  counted 
500,000  suns  on  about  one  quarter  of  the  plate, 
while  the  rest  was  a  perfect  blaze  of  light,  in 
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which  there  might  have  been  from  a  million  to 
a  million  and  a  half  of  suns. 

As  the  increased  strength  of  the  telescopes 
has  revealed  more  and  more  stars,  it  is  probable 
that  there  are  untold  numbers  more  beyond 
and  beyond  all  that  have  been  seen.  No  man 
hath  counted  the  number  of  all  the  stars,  and 
only  God  knows  how  many  there  are.  But  He 
has  given  a  hint  as  to  their  countless  number  in 
His  inspired  Word — the  Christian  Bible.  He  said 
to  Abraham  that  his  seed  should  be  as  the  stars 
of  heaven  for  multitude,  or  as  the  sand  on  the 
seashore.  Gen.  xiii.  i6,  xv.  5,  xxii.  17.  Go 
down  to  the  seashore,  take  up  a  handful  of  sand 
and  count  the  grains.  Then  think  of  the  vast 
extent  of  the  sand  on  the  seashores  in  all  parts 
the  earth,  and  you  may  get  a  feeble  conception 
of  the  number  of  the  stars. 

And  now  let  us  try  to  think  of  them  all 
together;  our  earth  and  the  sun,  1,200,000 
times  the  size  of  our  earth,  and  Arcturus, 
1,000,000  times  larger  than  our  sun,  and  all 
the  untold  number  of  stars,  each  with  probably 
numerous  planets  revolving  around  it  ;  and  put 
in  the  moons  and  the  comets  all  into  one  incon¬ 
ceivable  great  mass  of  matter,  and  it  would  be 
as  nothing  compared  to  the  greatest  thing  that 
God  hath  made. 
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The  greatest  thing  that  God  hath  made,  is 
the  heavens,  in  which  all  the  suns,  planets  and 
comets  are  moving  in  trackless  orbits  around 
their  respective  centers. 

We  can  conceive  something  of  the  vastness  of 
the  heavens  by  contemplating  the  measureless 
distances  which  separate  the  stars.  But  this  so 
overwhelms  our  minds  that  we  can  perhaps  get  a 
more  forceful  idea  from  the  following  illus¬ 
tration. 

I^et  us  take  only  our  solar  system  and  first 
imagine  a  perfectly  smooth  glass  pavement  on 
which  the  finest  speck  would  be  discernable. 
Theirshrink  our  sun  from  865,000  miles  down 
to  only  two  feet  in  diameter  and  place  this  gilt 
ball  on  the  pavement  to  represent  the  sun. 
Then  step  off  82  paces  of  about  two  feet  each, 
and  to  proportionately  represent  ihe  first  planet, 
Mercury,  put  down  a  mustard  seed. 

Then  60  steps  more,  and  for  Venus,  put  down 
an  ordinary  shot. 

Then  78  steps  more,  and  for  our  earth,  put 
down  a  pea. 

Then  108  steps  more,  and  for  Mars,  put  down 
a  pinhead. 

Then  put  down  the  finest  dust  for  the  asteroids. 

Then  788  steps  more,  and  for  Jupiter,  put 
down  an  orange. 
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Then  934  steps,  and  for  Saturn,  put  down  a 
golf  ball. 

Then  2,086  steps  more,  and  for  Uranus,  put 
down  a  common  marble. 

Then  2,322  steps  more,  and  for  Neptune,  put 
down  a  cherry. 

This  will  take  us  2  and  one-half  miles,  and 
if  we  swing  it  round  we  have  a  globe  5  miles  in 
diameter,  representing  a  fraction  of  the  heavens, 
while  in  it  a  mustard  seed,  a  pinhead,  an  orange, 
etc.,  proportionately  represent  matter.  And  we 
should  have  to  go  6,720  miles  on  the  same  scale, 
into  the  measureless  heavens  before  we  could 
put  down  another  2-foot  ball  to  represent  the 
nearest  star.  Ah  !  how  tiny  is  all  matter  when 
compared  to  the  vast  space  of  the  heavens? 

And  now  note  that  King  David  said  :  “  When 
I  consider  Thy  heavens  the  work  of  Thy 
fingers.”  If  God  hath  made  all  these  with  His 
fingers,  how  mighty  must  His  entire  power  be. 
And  note  again  that  He  has  “set  his  throne 
above  the  heavens.”  Does  not  such  a  marvelous 
God  deserve  our  praise  and  worship  ? 

No  wonder  that  King  David,  while  thus 
considering,  exclaimed,  “What  is  man,”  and 
we  may  well  ask,  “  What  is  man  ?  ” 

Physically  he  may  be  6  feet  tall  and  weigh 
200  pounds,  and  if  so,  his  size  commands  our 
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respect,  but  comparatively  be  is  the  minutest 
speck.  He  is  only  t.oo4^,ooo  seven  million- 

etb)  of  the  diameter  of  the  earth,  and  if  the 
earth  was  a  pea,  what  would  a  man  be  ? 

Sometimes  from  a  high  tower  we  look  down 
upon  men  as  they  walk  about  on  the  pavement 
beneath  us,  and  they  appear  so  queer  with  their 
feet  shooting  back  and  forth,  like  some  strange 
creatures,  and  they  look  so  small  as  we  go 
higher.  If  we  were  up  five  or  ten  miles,  we 
would  need  a  telescope  to  see  them.  What 
if  we  were  up  where  God  is,  on  His  throne  above 
the  heavens?  He  says  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  are  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  or  the  small 
dust  of  the  balance,  which  we  can  blow  away 
with  a  breath,  or  they  are  less  than  nothing  in 
His  sight.  Isa.  xl.  15-17.  If  the  1,500,000,000 
human  beings,  in  all  the  world,  are  less  than 
nothing  in  the  sight  of  God,  what  must  just  one 
of  us  be  as  compared  with  Him  ? 

But  note  that  King  David  said  :  “.What  is  man 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  Him  and  visitest  Him  ?  ’  ’ 
Yes,  this  great  God  is  mindful  of  man.  Man  is 
not  simply  a  physical  animal  of  so  inaii}^  pounds 
weight.  Man  has  a  mind.  He  can  think  and 
reason  and  decide,  and  therefore  God  is  mindful 
of  him.  Man  is  valuable.  He  has  a  soul.  He 
has  a  spirit  and  will  live  forever  in  happiness  or 
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woe.  God  is  mindful  of  him  and  has  prepared 
salvation  for  all  men  who  will  accept  it. 

When  Adam,  the  first  man  sinned  and  diso¬ 
beyed  God  and  brought  misery  and  death  upon 
our  race,  God  visited  him  in  the  garden  of  Eden 
and  called  out,  “Adam!  where  art  thou?” 
Gen.  iii.  9.  He  has  been  calling  to  men  ever  since, 

Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will  ye  die?  ”  Eze. 
xxxiii.  II.  He  has  given  the  law  on  Sinai  to  show 
us  our  sins.  He  has  given  His  Son,  Jesus,  a 
ransom  for  our  sins.  He  has  given  His  Word, 
the  holy  writings,  to  guide  us.  He  wants  to  give 
us  His  salvation.  He  asks  us  to  repent  of  our 
sins  and  accept  of  Jesus  as  our  Saviour,  and  ask 
the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
and  He  will  forgive  us.  He  will  give  each  one 
a  new  heart  to  love  and  obey  Him.  He  will  give 
us  the  privilege  to  serve  Him,  and  He  will  give 
us  eternal  life.  And  though  our  bodies  may  die 
and  moulder  to  dust,  they  will  be  raised  again 
and  we  shall  live  with  Him  forever.  He  not 
only  wants  to  visit  us  and  make  our  bodies  His 
temple,  but  He  wants  to  abide  with  us.  Jesus 
said  :  “If  any  man  keep  my  commandments,  my 
Father  will  love  him  and  we  will  come  in  and 
make  our  abode  with  him.”  John  xiv.  23. 

Think  of  it  brother,  whoever  reads  this,  that 
this  infinite  God,  who  has  made  the  heavens, 
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the  moon,  and  the  stars,  wants  to  come  in  and 
abide  in  3^oiir  heart. 

We  see  the  greatness  and  power  of  our  God  in 
these  wonders  of  creation  revealed  in  what  we 
may  call  the  book  of  nature.  But  there  is 
another  book — the  Holy  Scriptures — which  we 
call  the  Bible,  in  which  are  clearly  revealed  the 
omnipotence  and  omnipresence  of  our  God,  and 
also  His  love  and  grace  whereby  He  has  prepared 
salvation  for  all  who  will  receive  it. 

Although  the  Bible  was  written  by  men,  God 
so  controlled  and  directed  their  writing  b^^  His 
Holy  Spirit  that  what  they  wrote  is  truly  the 
Word  of  God.  2  Pet.  i.  21.  It  claims  to  be  His 
Word.  Over  3,800  times  there  is  recorded  in  it, 
“Thus  spake  the  Tord.”  The  Word  of  the 
Tore!  came  unto  me  saying  :  “  Hear  ye  the  Word 
of  the  Lord”  and  similar  expressions.  It  proves 
itself  to  be  supernatural  and  of  divine  origin, 
not  only  by  the  wonderful  truths  it  reveals,  but 
by  foretelling  events  which  have  alread}^  oc¬ 
curred.  No  other  book  in  all  the  world  dare 
risk  its  reputation  upon  the  prophec3dng  of 
events  which  are  to  be  fulfilled  on  earth  in  the 
history  of  men  and  nations.  But  our  Bible  is 
full  of  just  such  prophecies.  It  foretold  in  the 
Old  Testament  of  the  history  of  Israel  :  the 
coming  of  Jesus,  their  Messiah,  to  be  the  Saviour 
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of  men,  the  place  of  His  birth,  how  He  would 
be  cruciOed,  and  very  many  other  details,  all  of 
which  were  uttered  hundreds  of  years  before  the 
events  occurred.  Only  God  could  so  foretell 
events.  But  He,  who  could  make  such  a 
universe  as  we  have  briefly  considered,  could 
surely  give  an  infallible  word  to  the  race  of 
men  whom  He  had  created.  Yes,  the  Bible  is 
indeed  the  Word  of  God,  and  it  means  what  it 
says.  It  does  not  say  one  thing  and  mean  some¬ 
thing  different.  It  does  not  need  the  infinitesi¬ 
mal  mite  of  brain  in  a  microscopical  atom  of 
human  nothingness  to  tell  us  what  it  means, 
contrary  to  what  it  says,  for  it  is  the  Holy  Word 
of  God.  We  will  rejoice  in  the  reverent  crit¬ 
icism  which  protects  the  text  and  determines 
translation.'  But  let  no  puny  man  gainsay  the 
plain  statements  of  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  just 
as  infallible  as  the  book  of  nature  which  we 
see  in  the  universe.  Its  statements  cannot  be 
broken.  John  x.  35.  Let  us  study  it  carefully, 
for  it  not  only  tells  of  the  past,  of  events  which 
have  been  fulfilled,  but  it  tells  of  present 
conditions  and  great  events  of  the  future.  It 
tells  of  the  outcome  of  life,  of  the  eternal 
happiness  of  those  who  accept  of  Jesus  as  their 
Saviour,  and  the  awful  woe  of  those  who  do  not. 
It  tells  of  many  events  yet  to  occur  upon  the 
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earth.  It  tells  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  of 
the  ressurrectioii  of  the  dead,  of  the  overtlirow 
of  all  wickedness  and  rebellion  against  God, 
and  the  establishment  of  righteousness  in  all  the 
earth. 

Oh  !  it  is  a  wonderful  book.  May  the  Holy 
Spirit  help  us  to  study  it  reverently  and  be¬ 
lieve  wdiat  it  declares,  for  God,  who  made  the 
universe,  has  said  :  “  Unto  this  man  will  I  look, 
even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  spirit, 
and  that  trembleth  at  my  Word.”  Isa.  Ixvi.  2. 


PREPARED  FOR  TRANSLATION  INTO  CHINESE. 
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